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TEXTS FOR THE SELF-CONSTITUTION THEORY
By J. C. Settlemoir

PART Il AND CONCLUSION

CHRIST IN THE MIDST
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WRESTLING EVIL SPIRITS

IN THE JUNGLES OF THAILAND
By Wayne Camp

TEXT: Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.
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“spiritual wickedness”
! ! “wicked spirits.”
3 “the spiritual powers of
' “the spiritual forces of
" “wicked spirits”
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( 2 Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast them down to
hell, and delivered them into chains of
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.
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§ & (Jude 6 And the angels which kept
not their first estate, but left their own
(See WRESTLING, Continued P. 6, Left Col.)
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THE GRACE PROCLAMATOR AND
PROMULGATOR (USPS #000476) is published monthly
(subscription free) by the authority of Pilgrims Hope Baptist
Church, 3084 Woodrow, Memphis, TN 38127. Periodical
postage paid at Memphis, TN 38101.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE GRACE
PROCLAMATOR AND PROMULGATOR, 3084 Woodrow,
Memphis, TN 38127

COPYING PRIVILEGES
Any articles or messages in this paper may be copied and
used as the reader sees fit unless otherwise specified before or
after the article or message. Our desire is to disseminate the
gospel of grace as widely as possible.

EDITOR’S ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBERS AND E-MAIL
ADDRESSES
The editor, Eld. Wayne Camp, may be reached at the
address given above, or at his home address. His home
address is: 2065 Tompkins Lane, Millington, TN 38053-5107.
Church Phone at Home: (901) 876-5015
Church Phone: (901) 357-0215.
E-mail address: RWcamp@cris.com
Visit our Home Page on the Internet
http://www.concentric.net/~Rwcamp/
http://gpp.camps-computer.com/

Note: An answering machine is on both numbers. They
will answer on the fourth ring. We do not monitor our calls
before answering.

PLANNING TO MOVE? If at all possible, please notify
us three weeks in advance of your change of address so that
we may keep your paper coming. It costs us 50 cents to get
your new address from the Postal Service and that may take
long enough that two papers are returned at a cost of $1.00
before we get the correction. This will mean you miss one or
two papers. Your help in saving us this expense will be
appreciated.

IF YOU ARE IN MEMPHIS we invite you
to attend our services:

Bible Study 10:00 A. M. Sunday
Worship Service 11:00 A. M. Sunday
Evening Service 5:00 P. M. Sunday
Mid-Week Service 7:00 P. M. Wednesday

You Are Welcome!
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"And in the midst of the seven candlesticks
one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a
garment down to foot, and girt about the
paps with a golden girdle.”
“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus
write; these things saith he that holdeth the
seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in

the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks..."
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“And the angel of the LORD appeared unto
him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not
consumed.”
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“And the glory of the LORD abode upon
mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six
days: and the seventh day he called unto
Moses out of the midst of the cloud.”
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“And he set the cherubims within the
inner house: and they stretched forth the
wings of the cherubims, so that the wing of
the one touched the one wall, and the wing
of the other cherub touched the other wall;
and their wings touched one another in the
midst of the house.”
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“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for,
lo, | come, and I will dwell in the midst of
thee, saith the LORD.”
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“Thus saith the LORD; | am returned unto
Zion, and will dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a
city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD
of hosts the holy mountain.”
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“And as they thus spake, Jesus himself
stood in the midst of them, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you.”

2 & o &

& &

“Saying, | will declare thy name unto my
brethren, in the midst of the church will |
sing praise unto thee.”
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“And | beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the
throne and of the four beasts, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had
been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seve z
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BUT WHY IS “CHURCH” NOT MENTIONED
IN Mt 18:20
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“And when they had prayed, the place
was shaken where they were assembled
together; and they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God
with boldness.”
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SELF-CONSTITUTION AN ACT OF FAITH
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i I, “For we walk by faith, nc->t by sight”,
[2 Cor 5:7]. 3 '

D :

! " “(Which all are to perish with the
using;) after the commandments and
doctrines of men” [Col 2:22](

man-made-marks ! G
"9 . “Howbeit in vain do
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.”[Mark 7:7].
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*...Which church is a company of visible saints,
called and separated from the world by the word
and Spirit of God, to the visible profession of
faith of the gospel, being baptized into that faith
and joined to the Lord and each other by mutual
agreement..."— Baptist Confession, 1643, quoted
with approval by J.R. Graves, Intercommunion, p.
107
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"It [the covenant—JC] means that agreement
between saved individuals by which they associate
themselves into a local church, setting forth
their mutual engagements as members of one
body... (Need source here).
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"A local congregation of baptized believers in
Christ united in the belief of His doctrines and
covenanting to do what He has commanded."—
[B.H. Carroll, Christ and His Church, p. 245].
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"Upon looking into the sacred Scripture, we
find it was common in the first ages of
Christianity for such as professed repentance
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,
voluntarily to unite tfogether in Christian societies
called churches. Their ends in so doing were to
honor God and promote their own spiritual
edification.”

"Having searched the written Word, in order
that we may know how to act, as well as what to
believe, and sought unto God by prayer for divine
direction, we heartily approve of, and mean to
follow their example. With a view to this, we now
solemnly, in presence of the all-seeing and heart-
searching God, do mutually covenant and agree, in

manner and form following.”
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"We learn that all our church rights, privileges,
and franchises are limited to the particular
church of which we are members, as those of a
citizen are limited to the State of which he is a
citizen. Nor can one church constitutionally
extend her franchises or privileges to persons
without and beyond her jurisdiction, any more
than one State can extend her franchises to
citizens of other States."—[Intercommunion, by

JRG, p. 161]. * 1o &
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TEXTS FOR THE SELF-
CONSTITUTION THEORY

PART IV

CHURCH AUTHORITY IS
SPECIFIC, NOT GENERAL
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The call to the ministry is not under
church authority’ !
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keepeth my works unto the end, to him will |
give power over the nations,” [Re 2:26].
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FITLY FRAMED TOGETHER

"This union of saints in a church state, is
signified by their being joined and as it were
glued together see Acts 5:13 9:26... c.) This
union between them is made by voluntary consent
and agreement; a Christian society, or a church of
Christ, is like all civil societies, founded on
agreement and by consent; thus it is with
societies from the highest to the lowest;
kingdoms and states were originally formed on
this plan; every body corporate, as a city, is
founded on the same plan; in which there are
privileges to be enjoyed, and duties to be
performed; and no man has a right to the one,
without consenting to the other: and in lower
societies, no man can be admitted into them, nor
receive any benefit from them, unless he assents
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to the rules and articles on which the society is
founded. All civil relations, except the natural
relation of parents and children, which arises
from the law of nature, are by consent and
covenant; as that of magistrates and subjects,
and of masters and servants, and of husband and
wife; which latter, as it is by compact and
agreement, may serve to illustrate the relation
between a church and its members added to it,
and the manner in which they be, by consent; see
Isaiah 62:5."— [Jn Gill, Body of Divinity, p. 623].
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(WRESTLING, Cont. from Page 1)

habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting
chains under darkness unto the judgment of
the great day.

3 "7 ' “l beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven.”

( Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how
art thou cut down to the ground, which didst
weaken the nations!
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5 Who had his dwelling among the tombs;

and no man could bind him, no, not with
chains: 4 Because that he had been often
bound with fetters and chains, and the
chains had been plucked asunder by him,
and the fetters broken in pieces: neither
could any man tame him. 5 And always, night
and day, he was in the mountains, and in the
tombs, crying, and cutting himself with
stones.
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(Acts 16:16-18 And it
came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain
damsel possessed with a spirit of divination
met us, which brought her masters much
gain by soothsaying: 17 The same followed
Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men
are the servants of the most high God, which
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Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists,
took upon them to call over them which had
evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying,
We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.
14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a
Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 15
And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus |
know, and Paul | know; but who are ye? 16
And the man in whom the evil spirit was
leaped on them, and overcame them, and
prevailed against them, so that they fled out of
that house naked and wounded. 17 And this
was known to all the Jews and Greeks also
dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all,
and the name of the Lord Jesus was
magnified. 18 And many that believed came,
and confessed, and shewed their deeds. 19
Many of them also which used curious arts
brought their books together, and burned
them before all men: and they counted the
price of them, and found it fifty thousand
pieces of silver. 20 So mightily grew the word
of God and prevailed.
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THE KIND OF OLD LANDMARKER | AM

(Thirteenth in a Series)
EDITORIAL
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Grace Proclamator and Promulgator.
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OUR WITNESSES REVIEWED
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WITNESS 1: James Robinson Graves

"The ecclesia of the New Testament could, and
was required to assemble in one place."
WITNESS 2: Elton Wilson

"How local is the local church? IT IS LOCAL
ENOUGH TO ASSEMBLE. How local is the local
church? IT IS LOCAL ENOUGH TO OBSERVE
THE LORD'S SUPPER."
WITNESS 3: H. Boyce Taylor

"Our first reason for contending that the word
ekklesia never means any thing but an organized
and an assembling church is that the Lord Jesus,
who is the author of the Book of Revelation, uses
the word ekklesia 20 times in Revelation and every
time He uses it, He refers to a /local organized
and assembling church."

WITNESS 4: Eld. Milburn Cockrell

“In order to have a church, baptized saints
must_come _together in one place at the same
WITNESS 5: ELDER CURTIS PUGH

"New Testament usage, secular usage and the
Septuagint usage of the word “ecclesia” indicate
it was only and always used of an organhized,
congregating body of people in a given locality."

WITNESS 6: ELDER BUEL H. KAZEE

Just one church in one locality sent some
messengers to another church in another
locality . . . .

WITNESS 7: ELDER BRUCE ALLEN

". .. ekklesia . . . in its Christian application . . .
means an assembly of believers called out to
worship in one place together.”
WITNESS 8: Elder Joe Wilson

These three things: 1. Locality. 2. Visibility. 3.
Organized for a purpose inhere in the meaning of
the word. A true "ecclesia” cannot exist that does
not have these three ingredients.
WITNESS 9: Elder Ben M. Bogard

“A CONGREGATION is just as local as the wife
is . . . "Remember the word CHURCH always means
CONGREGATION, never anything else. A
congregation is necessarily LOCAL. It would not be
a congregation if it were not LOCAL."
WITNESS 10: Eld. C. D. Cole

The N. T. never speaks of one particular
assembly or church as a part of the whole, but of
each assembly as "the whole church.”

WITNESS 11: Elder B. H. Carroll

Locality inheres in Ecclesia. There can be no
assembly now or hereafter without a place to
meet.

WITNESS 12: Elder Jarrel E. Huffman

"The church is a local organization, a single
congregation.” 0(The Berea Baptist Banner, 7

D >l

"Each local EKKLESIA has tangibility, reality,
locality, and can and does assemble.” (Unpublished
Book on the Church).

WITNESS 13: Eld. Hezekiah Harvey

/ ( F" 1o
ecclesia,

"Its ordinary use in the New Testament is to
designate a specific, local assembly of Christians,
organized for the maintenance of the worship, the
doctrines, the ordinances, and the discipline of the
gospel, and united, under special covenant, with
Christ and with one another; as, ‘the church at
Jerusalem," ‘the churches of Galatia' " (THE
CHURCH, Hezekiah Harvey, p. 27, 1879 edition,
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From The Baptist Examiner, May 14, 1977).
Editor’s note: G
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The fact is, moreover, everywhere obvious that
the charge of a primitive bishop was, not over a
diocese as nhow understood, but over a single
church or congregation. This is shown by
undoubted authorities. Campbell, an eminent
Episcopalian historian, after quoting many Fathers
of the second and third centuries, among others
Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and
Cyprian, concludes: "Now, from the writings of
these Fathers it is evident that the whole flock
assembled in the same place, epi to auto, with

their bishop and presbyters . . ."
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WITNESS 14: Eld. Tom Ross
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As previously stated, the etymology and usage
of the Word, ekklesia suggests that a church is a
local, visible. called-out assembly of baptized
believers. (Teachings on the Local Church, Tom
Ross, Providence Baptist Church, 1993, P. 30).
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If Paul believed in a universal, invisible church
or even in a provincial church he would have said
that "the Church of Christ" or "the Church of
Asia" salutes you. Yet Paul recognized each
congregation of baptized believers existing in a
specific place as a body of Christ. The fact that
he uses the word "churches" proves that there
were more than one existing in Asial When Jesus
wanted to communicate to the seven churches of
Asia, He didn't inspire John to write to the
universal, invisible church of Asia. Rather, the
Scripture reads: "John to the SEVEN CHURCHES

which are in Asia" (Rev. 1:4). In Revelation 2 and 3

the location of each church is given. (/bid., P. 32).
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I ' "Paul recognized each
congregation of baptized believers existing in a
specific place as a body of Christ." 2
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the word church is employed in the singular,
referring to a congregation in a specific location.
(1bid., P. 33).
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“to a congregation in a specific location.”
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3! & '/ (@ " Three times the
word ‘"church" is used in reference to the
believers coming together or assembling in one
place. This usage strongly suggests and
demonstrates the local nature of the church. The
universal, invisible church has never come together
in one place, yet the churches of the New
Testament did it quite frequently. ,

! "believers coming together or
assembling in one place.”
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& ! ("I am the kind of O/d Landmarker
who believes in a truly local church and only in the
local church. I believe that to be truly local, a
church must assemble in one place.”
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"The ecclesia of the New
Testament could, and was required to assemble in

one place" 5" [/ ( % 1"
! & “In order to have a church,

baptized saints must come together in one place
at the same time" = ' " [/ (% 6
& "New Testament usage, secular
usage and the Septuagint usage of the word
“ecclesia”’ indicate it was only and always used
of an organized, congregating body of people in
a_given locality" * "/ ( &@
' ! " “Paul recognized each
congregation of baptized believers existing in a
specific place as a body of Christ.”

And, Dear Reader, let me avow again “THAT IS
THE KIND OF OLD LANDMARKER | AM!”

—\Wayne Camp, Editor —

NEW DIRECTORY OFSOVEREIGN GRACE
LANDMARK BAPTIST CHURCHES BEING
PREPARED FOR PUBLICATION
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